
Keep Routt Wild presentation to Steamboat 
Springs City Council regarding 2A funding

• Keep Routt Wild’s role
• Referendum 2A ballot summary
• 2A Committee funding vs. STA proposal 
• Request to City Council



Keep Routt Wild is a community 
organization dedicated to preserving 

wildlife and wild places in Routt County. 



Conservation helps us, the wildlife, 
and the economy.

$36.8B Colorado Spending
Seven major activities:

• $9.3B Skiing
• $5.1B Hiking Backpacking
• $3.3B Tent Camping
• $2.5B Cabin/RV Camping
• $1.9B Hunting/Fishing
• $1.7B Running/Jogging
• $1.5B Wildlife Viewing 



• New epic trail plus shorter 
distance bike/hike opportunities

• Increased motorized & e-bike 
opportunities

• Avoids elk calving areas and 
summer range

• Complies with NEPA and 
Colorado Roadless Rule

• May avoid an EIS

Proposed compromise that minimizes 
impact to wildlife while expanding 
recreation opportunities



Referendum 2A restricts funding to trails listed in STA proposal

Funding Resolution for Mad Rabbit NEPA (6/4/19): 

City Council Communication Form for Mad Rabbit NEPA (6/4/19):

2013 Referendum 2A:



Letter to City Council from concerned citizens

Dear City Council,

“We the undersigned wish to bring an issue to the City 
Council’s attention that demands immediate action.”

“Funding trails not in accordance with the STA proposal violates 
both the letter and the spirit of Referendum 2A.”

“With the EA expected as soon as May, the city must act quickly 
to clarify with the USFS which trails would be funded by 2A, 
and which trails would not. We ask that the city council deal 
with this issue immediately and inform us of their findings.” 

“Up until recently, the city had been acting within the scope of 
the voters’ approval and STA proposal by only funding projects 
from the enumerated list. This changed in August 2019, when 
the 2A Trails Committee voted to approve nine US Forest 
Service (USFS) trails for funding not included in the STA 
proposal”

https://steamboatsprings.net/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_08212019-934
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USFS Document:



2A Trails Committee Functional Equivalents

•STA Hiking Only Trail south of Ferndale Area =
Multiuse trails around Dumont Lake and Meadows Campground (#11, 18)

•STA Upper West Summit Network (loop begins and ends at West Summit) =
Point-to-point trail from Fox Curve to Dumont entrance plus a midway loop (#14, 14A)

•STA Upper West Summit Loop 3 near Bruce’s Trail TH =
Point-to-point trail from Dumont Lake entrance to CDT near Dumont Lake (#12)

•STA Drunken Hogan (Dumont Lake to South side of ski area, to “reduce pressure and
resource damage on the popular Continental Divide Trail”)  =
Patchwork of trails creating multiple loops on CDT, plus Long Lake bypass, plus new 
Fish Creek Canyon trail (#5, 6, 7, 8)

= Included in original STA proposal                                      = Mad Rabbit trail declared functional equivalent



2A Trails Committee Functional Equivalents

•STA Hiking Only Trail south of Ferndale Area =
Multiuse trails around Dumont Lake and Meadows Campground (#11, 18)

•STA Upper West Summit Network (loop begins and ends at West Summit) =
Point-to-point trail from Fox Curve to Dumont entrance plus a midway loop (#14, 14A)

•STA Upper West Summit Loop 3 near Bruce’s Trail TH =
Point-to-point trail from Dumont Lake entrance to CDT near Dumont Lake (#12)

•STA Drunken Hogan (Dumont Lake to South side of ski area, to “reduce pressure and
resource damage on the popular Continental Divide Trail”)  =
Patchwork of trails creating multiple loops on CDT, plus Long Lake bypass, plus new 
Fish Creek Canyon trail (#5, 6, 7, 8)

= Included in original STA proposal                                      = Mad Rabbit trail declared functional equivalent



Hiking Only Trail
South of US40
STA pg. 127

Mad Rabbit Trails 18, 11
Multi-use at Campgrounds
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UWSN Loop 1 
(Yellow)
& Walton Rim 
(Red)
STA pg. 114

Mad Rabbit Trails
14, 14A
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UWSN Loop 3 
STA pg. 116

Mad Rabbit Trail 12



2A Trails Committee Functional Equivalents

•STA Hiking Only Trail south of Ferndale Area=
Multiuse trails around Dumont Lake and Meadows Campground (#11, 18)

•STA Upper West Summit Network (loop begins and ends at West Summit)=
Point-to-point trail from Fox Curve to Dumont entrance plus a midway loop (#14, 14A)

•STA Upper West Summit Loop 3 near Bruce’s Trail TH =
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Drunken Hogan 
STA pg. 130

Mad Rabbit Rails 
5, 6, 7, 8



Meanwhile, there are unfunded trails explicitly approved by 
the voters already included in the STA proposal.

Example: Core Trail North -
Strawberry Park

Example: Core Trail South -
Legacy Ranch

”Trail surveys conducted in past years during 

spring, summer, and fall months indicate that as a 

whole, a minimum of 1,000 people utilize the core 

trail on any given day, with significantly higher use 

on weekends and holidays.”

“A city-wide transportation survey noted that 

expanding the urban trail system gets strong to 

moderate support from 92% of local citizens.”

-Steamboat Trails Alliance proposal



Summary:
• Referendum 2A restricts funding only 

to those trails listed in the Trails 
Alliance proposal. 

• The 10 Mad Rabbit trails listed by the 
USFS are in the Trail Alliance 
Proposal.

• The nine Mad Rabbit trails added by 
the 2A committee are not. 

• Erroneous indications of funding 
eligibility misleads the US Forest 
Service for their planning.

• There are plenty of unfunded trails in 
the STA proposal desired by the 
community.



Our Request to City Council:
• Unequivocal reconfirmation that only trails 

listed in STA proposal will be funded

• Commitment to review trail-by-trail eligibility 
after all 2A Committee recommendations

• Ask the 2A committee to explicitly look at in-
town trails listed in the STA proposal.



THANK YOU


